CONSULTATION ON THE FUTURE OF LONGHOUGHTON
ANALYSIS OF THE SURVEY RESULTS MAY 2018
QUESTION 1
 What part of the village do you perceive to be the centre and should any changes be made to recognise and 

develop the centre? 

RESPONSE. 
88 responses received.


66 (75%)
Coop/Community & Sports Centre/Youth Club/Doctors/Burnside


15 (17%)
No Centre



 5  (6%)
Church Area



 2  (2%)
Spar



75% perceived  that the centre of the village is around the Co-op, Community and Sports Centre, Burnside, the 

land of the former Johnnie Johnston building, the Youth Club and the Doctors and that  this is where any 


commercial development should take place. Some widened this definition to include the old Spar building or the 

area from the Church to the Old Post Office.



17% thought that there is no centre and could not see the reason for the need for one.

QUESTION 2  
The former Johnnie Johnson site (the green area opposite the Co-op alongside Burnside and Park Road) is 


 owned by the County Council and is currently earmarked for housing. But how would you like to see it 


developed? Please tick (a) for housing: (b) as a village green with areas for sitting and recreation (c) other.

RESPONSE. 
92 responses received.


(a)
for housing

13
14%



(b)
As a Village Green

64
70%



(c)
Public House/Café

13
14%



(d)
Other


  2
  2%

Question 3 
Are there any other changes or priorities that you would like to see in ‘Longhoughton the place’?



For example, areas to be conserved; areas for recreation; preferred building design; more trees and green 


spaces; rights of way or other? 

RESPONSE. 
76 responses received.


(a) 34 (47%) were loosely concerned with the environment and the lack of connectivity in the village. The 


conservation of wildlife and species, more trees, and the maintaining of safe walking routes. Open recreation 

areas were considered to be very important. Connectivity between the various estates was thought to be 


important from a social and safety point of view (the green necklace). Recycling, a community orchard were also 

suggestions.


(b) 12 (16%) considered that building design was important and new build properties should have a rural 


Northumbrian style and be of good quality. It was suggested that the RAF housing should be redeveloped and we 

should retain all the traditional stone walls.



(c) 9 respondents (12%) raised road safety issues and mentioned the need the width of footpaths in 


various places. They also raised issues in relation to the 20mph scheme.


(d) 7 responses (9%) raised the need for a public house/restaurant, toilets and the future use of the Spar 


Building.



(e) 3 residents (3%) stated that the village badly needs a Development Plan put together professionally.



(f) 10 suggestions (13%) suggestions were concerned with children’s play facilities, and the need to come 


together socially.


(g) Need for the pink statue on the village green to be cleaned.
Question
4  
What is your reaction to the likely increase in housing in the village and Parish? Should we be planning to 


accommodate this increase? 
RESPONSE. 
85 responded received.


(a) 61 (71%) consider that we should embrace the increase in housing for it will help to make the village more 

sustainable. However, the increase is without due regard to the infrastructure and facilities in the village and we 

should be planning to deal with the consequences of more people  and cars – health services, schools, leisure 

facilities, green spaces, parking, retail, light industry, improved public transport, road and footpath 


improvements as well as tourism. A good proportion of the housing should be for young people to get a foot on 

the housing ladder. The design of new housing should be in keeping with the village character and be of good 

quality. Some suggested that the deeds should have covenants to ensure that the housing is for permanent 


occupation.


(b) 18 (21%) consider that there is sufficient housing in the village and further increases are not necessary. Some 

consider that the village is becoming a dormitory for Newcastle and are especially concerned about more second 

homes and holiday lets. They point to the number of unsold properties and say there should be no more built 

until they are sold.



(c)  3 respondents (4%) consider that there should be no more building until the outcome of the RAF review is 

known and suggest that some of the RAF properties could be sold off as affordable accommodation.


(d)  There were 3 other responses (4%)
QUESTION 5
Would your reaction change if a good proportion of the new houses were ‘affordable’ for rent or purchase?
RESPONSE. 
87 responses received.
Yes

31 (36%).

No

56 (64%).
QUESTION 6
Within your family is there a need for affordable accommodation in Longhoughton for rent or buy?



RESPONSE. 
89 responses received.


YES

25 (28%)



NO

58 (65%)



Don’t Know 
  6 (7%)



This result does illustrate that there a demand for affordable housing.

QUESTION 7
What type of retail outlet would you like to see developed in Longhoughton but bearing in mind that any 


business 
has to have good support to survive? Please tick the ones that you 
support below:-Public House, 

Café, Post Office or Other (Please specify)
RESPONSE. 
90 responses received. (This result includes an analysis of those voting for ‘Other’ ).
Public House
68
37%
Café

56
30%
Post Office
61
33%


There were a number of other suggestions such as a Farm Shop, Craft Workshops, Information Centre for visitors, 

hairdressers, beautician, fast food outlet. Many comments supported the three options above commenting on 

the need for quality and to combine all three activities into one building including the public toilets.

QUESTION 8
A Public House in Longhoughton has been on the wish list for residents. Ideally, what type of Public House 


would you like to see developed in the village that you and your family would use and support? Please tick the 

one you support below:-



A licensed restaurant or café? A public house selling food and meals ?A public house selling only 
alcoholic 


drinks (a micro-brewery)?
RESPONSE. 
83 responses received.


Licensed Restaurant


14
17%



Public House selling Food & Meals

66
80%



Public House – Drinks only

  
  3
  3%
QUESTION 9
Should we be encouraging new businesses to benefit from tourism and to support our existing businesses?  For 

example,  a Camping/ Caravan/Campervan park/Bed and Breakfast, Bunk Barn.
YES
NO


DON’T KNOW

RESPONSE 
91 responses received.


YES

55
61%



NO

25
28%



Don’t Know
11
11%

QUESTION 10
Are there sufficient recreational spaces in Longhoughton?
  YES
NO
DON’T KNOW

RESPONSE 
 90 responses received.


YES

43
48%



NO

34
38%



Don’t Know
13 
14%

QUESTION 11
The Recreation Field (the old football field next to the Primary School) is earmarked for housing. It is currently 


being used for recreation and play. In 2017/18 it cost the Parish Council £875 to maintain the playing field (rent 


plus grass and hedge cutting). Should we be trying to retain this area for its present 
use?
YES
NO


DON’T KNOW

RESPONSE 
 90 Responses received.



YES

61
68%




NO

21
23%




Don’t Know
  8
   9%

QUESTION 12
If you answered YES to Question 11 please give your reasons below.
RESPONSE. 
61 responses received.



(a) 53 (88%) consider that this green space is vital as in informal and safe recreation site for children and adults 


and dog walkers. The present use adds to the quality of life of the residents. Some feel that at least part of it 


should be retained. Others consider it should be developed for more formal recreation such as a skate park, 


tennis courts or a bowling green, MUGA and it should be used for village fete/fair and rural education. There is 


concern that it may be needed for the expansion of the School. Several made comments that access from 



Eastfield/Eastmoor should be made available and it would be used more. One resident stated that the village 


needs a proper ten year plan agreed with the County Council and fully costed and funded.



(b) There were 8 views (12%) that the site should be built on to support development elsewhere in the 



village. There was also a suggestion that the School should move to Westfield Park to allow building on the 



existing School Site and to retain the recreation field as a green space. Another said that if the Recreation area is 


built on Westfield Park should be opened up for more recreation.
QUESTION  13
Would you support the creation of more social activities in Longhoughton? Particularly, would you support the 

following activities? Please tick the ones that you support:-Local History Society; A Bridge Club; Quiz Nights; 

Wine Tasting; Pilates or Yoga; Pub Nights, Leisure Learning Classes;  Other (please specify below).
RESPONSE 
81 responses received. This was a multiple choice question.
· Local History Society

31
38%

· A Bridge Club


12
15%

· Quiz Nights


46
57%

· Wine Tasting


21
26%

· Pilates or Yoga


38
47%

· Pub Nights


39
48%

· Leisure Learning Classes

20
25%

· Other



24
24%



Other included – Photography Club, Computer Club, Film Club/Nights, Ballroom Dancing, Sewing, 
Choir, Craft 

Club, Archery, Dad’s Club, Walking Club, Book Club.

QUESTION 14
Would your household support the creation of a Multiple Use Games Area (MUGA) that will be open to 


residents of all ages and will introduce four new sports to the village?
YES
NO

RESPONSE 
 89 responses received.



YES

71
80%



NO

18
20%

QUESTION  15
Are there any other sports that you would like to see established in Longhoughton?



 Please specify below:

RESPONSE. 
39 responses received.


(a) 34, 87% of the responses put forward suggestions for the additional sports of: Badminton, Tennis, Netball, 

Walking Football, Basketball, Hockey, Archery, Table Tennis, Cricket, Gymnastics, Martial Arts, or the 


development of a Running Track, a water sports 
centre, a 
skate park  or simply a green space for families to 

relax. Some commented that we need quality facilities, inclusive for all, including toilets and access to drinks 

machines.



(b) 3 (8%) expressed the view that there is no need for any additional sports.





(c) 2 (5%) suggested that the School could be moved to Westfield Park to utilise the sports facilities there.
QUESTION  16 
Would your household support the development of a drop-in centre for older teenagers to be run 


alongside the Youth Club?

YES
NO
DON’T KNOW

RESPONSE  
 88 responses received.


YES



52
60%



NO



20
23%



Don’t Know


16
17%

QUESTION 17
If there are young people in your household, what other facilities would they like to have available in 


Longhoughton? 

RESPONSE. 
20 responses received.


(a) 4 respondents thought there should be better play park/refurbished facilities for toddlers based on 


Westfield Park.



(b) 5 were generally in support of new or improved facilities for young people.



(c) 4 thought that a skate park should be provided.



(d) 2 said that a Gym should be added at Westfield Park.



(e) 2 said that cricket nets should be provided at Westfield Park.



(f) 1 thought a Bike trail would be appropriate, another a tennis court and another free access to the Astro 


turf pitch at Westfield Park.



(g) Another thought that summer holiday care for children was useful and another 




thought that cheaper nursery care was needed.

QUESTION 18
Are there any new activities that should be provided for people who have retired? For Example, a walking club, 

walking 
football, book club, walking netball, an autumn club or other? Please specify below:

RESPONSE 
51 responses received.


(a) 48 responses (94%) supported the ideas put forward in the question especially the walking club. Many 


other suggestions were put 
forward including a book club, educational classes,  Knitting circle,  Stamp Club, 

digital training, pilates, ballroom dancing, an improved lunch club, Men’s Shed, Women’s Shed, U3A, Over 55s 

Club, Horticultural Club, Camera Club, Fishing Club or just a space to socialise. Two suggested a shared 


community garden.



(b) 3 responses (6%) thought the ideas were not required for they though there was enough activities for 


retired people who in any case could organise activities themselves.
QUESTION 19
Is there a gap in the childcare facilities available in Longhoughton?           YES

NO
DON’T KNOW.
RESPONSE 
 87 Responded to this question.


YES


8
  9%



NO


11
13%



Don’t Know

68
78%

QUESTION 20
If you answered YES to Question 19, what age group are the facilities needed for?


(i)
0 to 5
(ii)
6 to 10
(iii)
11 upwards
RESPONSE 
10 responses received. This was a multiple choice question.


0 – 5 Years of age

7
50%



6 – 10 years of age

3
21%


11 Years upwards

4
29%
QUESTION 21
Are the health facilities in Longhoughton adequate for your needs?
YES
NO

RESPONSE 
84 responses received.


YES

39
46%



NO

45
54%

QUESTION 22
Do you have difficulty getting to the shops, doctors surgery, dentist, hospitals or to other engagements?



YES

NO

RESPONSE. 
86 responses received.


YES

9
10%



NO

77
90%

QUESTION 23
Do you have any difficulty with your mobile phone connection at home in Longhoughton?



YES
NO
DON’T KNOW/NOT APPLICABLE

RESPONSE. 
 87 responses received.


YES

34
39%



NO

52
61%



Not Applicable
  1
   





QUESTION  24
Does your household suffer from poor Broadband speeds?
YES
NO
DON’T KNOW/NOT 

APPLICABLE

RESPONSE. 
84 responses received.


YES


28
37%



NO


48
63%



Not Applicable
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QUESTION 25
For any member of your household who depends upon the public bus services, are the 
destinations and 


frequency of the services adequate? 
YES
NO

RESPONSE. 
45 responses received.



YES


12
27%



NO


33
73%

QUESTION  26
If you answered NO to question 25, can you please give your reasons below.

RESPONSE. 
36 responses received.


(a) 30 considered that more frequent bus services were needed to provide more services to Alnwick and 


the Railway Station at Hipsburn. More services needed to cover for people working shifts and starting/ending 

outside normal bus times. One commented that ‘getting to work by public transport is impossible’. More routes 

needed.


(b) 2 commented about the difficulty and congestion of parking at Alnmouth Station and two suggested that a 

special service to the Railway Station is needed.



(c) 4 said they had bought cars due to the inadequacy of the public bus service.



QUESTION  27
What do you think is the general state of the pavements in Longhoughton? 


RESPONSE. 83 responses received.


GOOD


22
27%



POOR


48
58%






In Urgent Need of Repair
13
15%

QUESTION 28
If in your response to Question 27 you indicated ‘In Urgent Need of Repair’, please state the location below.

RESPONSE. 
34 responses received.


(a) 22 were of the view that the pavements in North End, South End and Boulmer Road are too narrow, uneven 

and the adjacent hedgerow is overgrown. This is especially a problem for wheelchairs and buggies.



(b) 2 said that a new pavement is needed down Crowlea Road.



(c) 3 mentioned the bad state or the road and parking area outside the Co-op.



(d) 3 were not happy with the re-surfacing on Trenchard Way and one other was concerned about the parking on 

the RAF Estate and one person was concerned with parking on Beckside. There were two other responses.
Question  29
Are there any road safety or other Highways issues that you consider should be dealt 
with? Please specify 

below.

RESPONSE. 
59 responses were received to this question covering a whole range of issues.


(a) 18 comments concerned the enforcement of the 20mph speed although a minority thought it was not 


required.



(b) 10 comments concerned the poor state and narrowness of the pavements and the problem of overhanging 

hedges.



(c) 8 comments were about the deplorable condition of the road to Denwick.



(d) 5 residents commented on the need to raise the man-hole covers on North End.



(e) 6 residents were concerned about the traffic island at the junction with Boulmer Road and the need for this to 

be resolved.


(f) Concern about vehicles leaving the quarry entrances – safety issues.



(g) Concern about the location of the bus shelter outside Chancel Place - safety issue for children crossing the 

road.


(h) Miscellaneous comments – The need for dropped kerbs (3); Potholes generally (2); the difficulty of exiting 

Springfield (2); Problems with Street Lighting in Springfield (2); Flooding at North End, Southend and on the 


Denwick Road (1); the suggestion of a pelican crossing on North Road (1); Parking problems (3) and parking 


outside the Co-op.

QUESTION 30
Is there a problem with dog poo in Longhoughton?
YES
NO

RESPONSE. 
86 responses received.


YES

49
57%



NO

37
43%

QUESTION 31
If you answered YES to Question 30, please state what would help to minimize the problem?

RESPONSE. 
47 responses received.


The responses fall into three main categories.



(a) More dog poo bins should be provided. Crowlea Road to the Beach was mentioned by many as a bad 


area and the route to the School.



(b) There should be more signs, notices and better policing including more fines. We should also consider 


voluntary wardens 
and offering rewards for reporting the perpetrators. Could we offer free dog bags



(c) There should be more public programmes to influence and educate dog owners who do not pick up or who do 

pick up but leave their bags as litter.
QUESTION 32
Do members of your household feel secure in your home and neighbourhood?
YES
NO

RESPONSE. 
88 responses received.


YES

86
98%



NO

2
  2%

QUESTION 33
Do you feel well informed on what is happening in Longhoughton and on any issues that affect those who live 

here?

RESPONSE. 
 87 responses received.


YES

67
77%



NO

20
23%

QUESTION  34
Do you feel that you have a say or can influence local decisions that shape the community that you live in:
RESPONSE. 
87 responses received.


YES

44
50%



NO

29
33%



Don’t Know
15
17%

QUESTION 35  
Age range of members of your household. Please enter the age range of members of your household in the 

following bands.
RESPONSE
86 responses received
	Age Group
	Responses

	  0 - 19
	26       20%

	20 - 39
	20       16%

	40 - 54
	25       20%

	55 - 74
	42       34%

	75  and Above
	12       10%
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