ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 20.05.24
Contributions from Community Organisations
Footpaths Report for 2023 – 2024
 The footpaths have been walked and monitored regularly during the year to help ensure that they are fit for purpose at all times. The parish council has supported two initiatives which have been reported in the minutes of meetings. 
The first is the poor condition of Howick Estate’s bridge over Stamford Burn at Littlemill, and the lack of any means of crossing the burn on the public right of way there. This was reported to NCC but thus far has not been resolved.
The second has been the project to restore the permissive footpath which goes from the north of Longhoughton village between Low Steads and Red Steads farms, across the new bridge over Howick Burn in Cushat Wood, to the sea.  Having consulted with all stakeholders and secured financial support through Northumberland Coast National Landscape, the western end of the path was cleared and made safe by a contractor in August 2023. In early 2024 another contractor was instructed to supply and install four kissing gates along the way where needed, and did so. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The installation of the bridge across Howick Burn and the addition of this route to the walks guide available from the Running Fox in Longhoughton, mark the completion of the whole project. This is except for a formal opening whose date and time is expected imminently.
Chris Thomas
Pins and Needles
Pins and Needles is a friendly group which meets on a Monday afternoon 13:30 -16:30 at
the Community centre to knit, sew, crochet, quilt or whatever .
We are an informal group offering tea, coffee, biscuits (and sometimes cake) along with chat, much laughter and help, if needed, with projects .It's a very supportive group all round.
We sometimes have whole sewing days where we attempt joint projects or just try to finish
our own which have been hanging around in the back of cupboards!
Last year we went as a group up to Edinburgh to see the Kaffe Fassett exhibition, and went
to the Knitting and Sewing exhibition in Harrogate.
We also strayed ‘off piste’ to go to the Northern ballet in Newcastle .
If you are interested do come and join us . We charge a small fee to cover the cost of hiring
the room.
Jenny Cant
Monday Matters
Monday Matters meet every Monday morning in the Community Centre (except Bank holidays) and just before Christmas moved from the Function Room into Meeting Room 1, a lovely light room, very cosy and with the essential, a cupboard for all our stuff. 
We’ve enjoyed the various shows and fairs we’ve attended including the one last November organised by Vicki in the Community Centre, a very sociable day.
We’ve also just talked to our first WI group, at Howick, which everyone seemed to enjoy, including ourselves, with all the members going home with a progged ‘flower’ which could be used as a brooch. We were made to feel very welcome with cake and tea at the end of our session. 
We’re now getting ready for the summer events we attend, creating lots of items for sale and display to show that we don’t just make mats!
New members always welcome, it just costs £5 for the morning, (9.30 to 12.00)
Liz Wood
On behalf of Monday Matters


Longhoughton and Boulmer WI 
We meet on the first Tuesday in the month at The Beacon Community Centre at 7.3pm.
We have an active membership of 26 women and continue to welcome new members.  Our meetings focus on friendship and fun whilst learning something new and interesting.  Over the past year we have had talks on Japan the Aln Valley Railway and new developments in astronomy.
We have had a theatre trip to see Evita and a visit to Paxton House and the Chain Bridge.
A more recent development is monthly coffee mornings to different local venues and a monthly walk.  These are both very well attended giving members the opportunity to socialise and the walk introducing us to new places.  We walked in Berwick last month and went to Holy Island this week.
Plans for the coming year include seeing an Abba show at the Playhouse in October a talk by the marine rescue team and attendances at other WIs in the area for quizzes and a demonstration of hat making.
Our members are involved in other community activities including the community garden event where we will help provide refreshments we will run the café at the Family fun day.
Howick Art Group
Over this last year, our art group has maximised the use of its website which in turn has attracted new members.  We have managed to fulfil a full programme of events/projects which benefits all members.
This year we intend to increase our social media presence when advertising exhibitions and, following our recent early May Bank Holiday show, proved that this is the way to go.  Not only did we increase footfall (due to social media but also concentrating on local advertising around Howick and surrounding area), but also sales of paintings, prints, cards and refreshments were buoyant.  Our takings were excellent which gives us a much firmer footing for next year.  We have also, over many years, supported the Great North Air Ambulance via a donations jar at both our May and August exhibitions.  This year our May donations raised £150 collected over 3 exhibition days.  
We were fortunate in receiving funding from Longhoughton Parish Council for the refurbishment of our exhibition screens for which we are extremely grateful and following our May exhibition painted the pegboard section to freshen them up.  We now hope to refurbish the frames before the August Bank holiday exhibition.  
So all in all, the group is flourishing, our accounts are much healthier than they were post-Covid and it is our intention to continue in this vein.	
May 2024
Longhoughton Allotment Association May 2024: 
LAA continue to cultivate the eight plots at the north end of the village and currently all plots have tenants. Two plots changed hands during 2023. The waiting list for plots stands at 7. Enquiries about plots are received fairly regularly but not everyone wants to wait for what could be quite a long time. All current tenants and all those on the waiting list are residents of Longhoughton. The winter storms caused a few trees in the adjacent woods to loosen and lean over, especially at the west end of the site. Howick Estate Office was informed and they assured me that an inspection would be carried out. No feedback has been received regarding the stability of the trees. There have been no recent reports of serious vandalism on the site. Following advice from the community police officer there is now a padlock on the gate and a second motion sensitive camera has been installed. Looking ahead to the coming year the only issue is the ongoing need for more land to be made available so that all requests for an allotment could be given a positive response. 
Rhoda Foote Chairperson LAA

Longhoughton Community Gardeners (LCG)
LCG has obtained funding from the Co-op, Northumberland Estates, Alnwick Youth Hostel and have installed 3 new seats, north, south and centre of the village. There are more planters and planting coming soon so watch this space!
You may have noticed how much neater our village is, this is due to our energetic volunteers and we always welcome new ones!
We are looking for cake and plant donations for the Open Gardens on 29th June: if you can help contact us through FB, Insta, or at longhoughtoncg@gmail.com or through the WI who have kindly offered to coordinate the cake stall.
Our thanks to Longhoughton Sewing and Knitting Group who are sewing a quilt to be raffled at the Open Gardens and are knitting flowers to adorn the church.
The Open Gardens promises to be a lovely community event, all we need now is the weather!

Longhoughton Heritage Group
Longhoughton Parish Heritage Group have been working on a survey of the original churchyard and recording the gravestones there. They showcased some of their progress in September last year, with a history day and exhibition at the church for Heritage Open Days. They hope to create a resource for future use as many of the older gravestones are deteriorating. The group enjoyed talking about some of the stories they have researched in the process at a Thursdays Together event in March. In commemoration of the 150th anniversary of the restoration of St Peter and St Paul's Church, on the 29th of June, they will be working with the Churchwardens to display some of their findings and history of the church. They hope to advertise other events later in the year. 
Jenny Whittle
