LONGHOUGHTON VILLAGE  - THE FUTURE
RESPONSE TO STAGE 2 – JULY 2018

The following responses were received to the circulation of the letter dated 13.07.18 and ‘A Summary of What You Said – May 2018’.

1
Road Safety and Highways Issues


Road from Longhoughton to Boulmer footpath a total disgrace! You have to walk on the road 
because of the hedges over lapping the footpath and also nettles and weeds. Also, the footpath is 
in shocking state. Name given.

2
Garden Hedges

Some of the garden hedges in the NorthEnd of village are well overgrown onto paths. People with 
prams and small children have to walk on road also people have to get onto road and walk way up 
onto RAF Estate to Doctors is bad if it is not cut by you get this letter would you please attend to 
this. Name given.

3
Following Survey Results Summary we would like the opportunity to stress additional comments.


Centre of Village – Our household considers the  ‘Centre’ of village to be the old Spar and bus 
stop in the Centre of North End to the middle of the village.


Green Spaces – Are an important feature of the village and should be carefully maintained  with 
restrictions enforced against dog fouling.


Dog Poo – an increasing problem on green spaces where children enjoy playing.
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The areas we feel strongest about are as follows:

Public House - although a very nice idea, surely the reality is that with the huge decline in Pubs in 
the UK (4 x pub closures every day), nobody will have the appetite to open a new pub in a small 
community which already has 2 x established pubs in the area (The Fishing Boat Inn & The Coach).


Dog Poo - As responsible dog owners who do pick up our dogs mess, I do think the total lack of dog 
poo bins from the end of Crowley Rd all the way to Sugar Sands Beach via Low Stead Farm is 
ridiculous.  Dogs are 
allowed on the beach, but there is not a single bin there (dog or rubbish).  I 
would suggest a bin should be located somewhere just before Low Stead Farm and at the gate to 
Sugar Sands Beach.


Dog Park - I have seen quite a few dog parks in the UK and think they are a brilliant idea.  They are 
basically a gated and enclosed area of land which are a dedicated dog walking/running area.  Dog 
owners can use these 
areas instead of beaches, fields, roads, paths etc to walk or run there dogs, 
meet fellow dog owners, socialise there dogs in the knowledge that they can let them off the lead 
safely (depending on the dog obviously).  An area which is already commonly used for this is the old 
football ground on the left hand side of the end of Crowley Rd.  With a minimum of effort and cost, 
this area could become an official dog park for the Longhoughton Community which has quite a 
number of dogs.


Hope our opinions are of some use.


Thank you. Name & Address supplied.

5
State of Roads
 - Some good resurfacing work on the Alnwick road but patch-work effect will most 
likely create pot-holes over winter freeze/thaw. A complete resurfacing is required.


Spar Site – Better use to be made of the site of Spar Shop – could be a pub but parking might be an 
issue.

Former Johnnie Johnson Site – This makes a great ‘breathing space’ on the village. Would not want 
to see retail or residential development.


Speed Limit – For those of us who stick to the 20mph speed limit, the extent of this is ridiculous. 
Suggest it runs from the ‘broken cross’ to the Co-op  and return the rest to 30mph. Better yet, a 
flexible system 0800 to 1700 for the shorter stretch.


Post Office – A small counter service somewhere in the village would always be appreciated.


MUGA – Not as important in my opinion as a good adventure playground. See Broadway, 
Worcestershire for a fine example. This gets far more use than the MUGA and brings families to the 
area also bookings to local businesses.

6
Overhanging hedges cause difficulty walking on footpaths eg. Lesbury Road, North End near the 
Church. Can these be cut back please. 

No footpath to the beach.


Cyclists riding too close or in cases overtaking cars (sometimes overtaking inside) within the 20 mile 
zone.


Boulmer Road pedestrian island – how much has this cost??
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SURVEY RESULTS

It is sad to see that your survey was based solely on 92 responses and 48 attendees. It has to be 
questioned as why the response level was so low: this cannot suggest the thoughts of a majority of 
residents in the village. Maybe a door to door letter should have been done. 

Question. How many people live in the village and what was the percentage response in your 
survey?


Multiple Use Games Area I have already sent an email in regard to my objection to this idea. How 
can you expect residents to finance this project.


Name & Address supplied.


NOTE – I responded to this resident by email on 30.07.18. Adrian Hinchcliffe.

8
No Dog Poo Bins in SouthEnd


Path in Southend is a disgrace.


Why no footpath on south side of road in Southend?


Could go to bus stop for Alnwick.


SPAR could make a good pub.

Signs for Community and Sports Centre so that strangers can find it.


Please enforce the speed limit in village.


Toilets.


Dog poo bins down Low Steads Farm Road.

9
Community Facilities


I would like to see the  empty SPAR Building made use of, preferably a Bistro, Pub, Wine Bar or 
similar.


A post office would be wonderful too.


Company B is a wonderful addition to the village – at least a start to put some life in the village.
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Community Facilities

With the increase in new buildings coming into the village we will need to increase the 
community facilities. These will be a Post Office, a Public House and some use made of the old SPAR 
Building, also return of a Doctor’s Surgery.

11
The Parking area at the front of the Co-op needs to be all disabled places. Fit people can park 
alongside the Co-op looking onto Park Road.


The Embankment outside Trevona, Crowlea Road, should be cut before the end of June. I am 
disabled and had to pull out into the road as I could not see for high nettles.


I would like to see the two areas in question sorted out immediately. Please oblige.


Name and address supplied.
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Pavements


Need repair of pavements in square of bungalows in Sea View. Unable to use a wheeler, I asked 
about a mobile scooter – they said the paths are too rough. I might trip with the result I cannot 
get 
out of my home.
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The Old Spar Shop

The old Spar Shop should be turned into the village Doctor’s surgery as it already has disabled 
access and good parking facilities. It would be mad not to use it as such.


The hairdresser is also needed as the community needs a hairdresser and Kay is also a big part of 
the community.

The village Recreation field us a must but it now looks like an eyesore to have it only half cut and 
the other half unkempt and overgrown is stupid as half the field cannot be used. Dogs are always 
being walked on it which is OK if dog poo is picked up. This field has great potential but it is sadly 
not being looked after by the Parish Council. Get the whole field cut on a regular basis.


Also the Parish Council responsible for path to and from field in between houses on to Lacy Street.


A drop-in centre for the young is a great idea, but be aware drop-in centres have proved to be a 
magnet for drug dealers, pushers.


A Boys Club with boxing facilities. Girls may also join in too.

Then put on disco’s on a Thursday evening again all this is so needed. The young teenagers have so 
little to do. The RAF physical trainers/officers could bring equipment and knowledge and contribute 
to Longhoughton more, as a lot of the teenagers are children from RAF families are from RAF 
members and service personnel.


This is a great village, the café is a great idea. The pub when I first arrived in this village was a 
proper family pub run by Ian and his wife and family. After they left it went gradually down and 
down.


The Co-op is great but the parking is dangerous and needs attention. An accident is waiting to 
happen. 

The main road to Alnwick is a mess the lorries churning it up constantly.
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We were unable to send in our previous form due to households hospital emergency admission 
plus stay.


We agree totally that pavements need clearing for access and dropped kerbs need installing as a 
priority. – hedge cut back as a priority – Crowlea Road.


A camera or photo group – also painting/art. 


Please don’t have lots of new things that require ‘oldies’ going out in the evenings.


Spar building  for village not housing.


New café good but inaccessible to wheelchair users
.

TV reception is bad especially in the early evening.
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Centre of Village  I agree that the de-facto centre is the Co-op but I would like it to be wider, from 
the Church to Westfield Park, including a village green at the Johnnie Johnston site.

Connectivity – Increased connectivity would be good – can the new housing estate connect to 
Westfield Park and to the Doctor’s surgery as well as to Northend via the ‘Old Bank Lane’. Is it too 
late to connect EastMoor to the School and the old Recreation field or the Croft to Springfield.


Social Facilities – I would support a Local History Group or a Book Club.


Health Care – We should press for the return of Doctor consultations in Longhoughton – five days a 
week if possible.


Pavements – A lot of pavements are in poor state and there are a lot of places where dropped 
kerbs are needed. All hedges (including my own) need to be trimmed so not to block the 
pavement.


OTHER -  All the above are relatively simple or could easily be implemented. I broadly agree with 
ideas about housing, roads, transport and new business. These are where a plan would really 
help.


Name supplied.
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There is approximately 4,400 inhabitants  in this village, it is wrong to assume that 75% or 
whatever, from the views of either 92 or 64m respondents and then relate it to the wishes of the 
village. This thinking could also be considered as the wishes of a clique.


Village Green – No


Recreational Areas – what’s wrong with Westfield Park?


Roads in village are there because of other generations perceptions of need of the past but are now 
a fixture/feature of the village, and more recent developments have maybe been located in the 
wrong place to offer easy movement between estates.

Quality Outcomes ? Whenever have houses etc been advertised for sale as poor quality, or 
undesirable but some of them are (as built). Most are advertised as desirable or delightful location, 
executive, charming etc. but many have drawbacks.


Retail – No. Days of shops etc seem to have gone from small villages as also bigger shops on high 
streets, who also find it difficult to sustain due to ever expanding on-line sales, supplying every 
aspect of human needs.


Affordable Housing ? Seems to be only for once. This subject seems to have fallen off the remit 
with Chancel Place site, deemed we had enough in Embleton. Look at that outcome regarding 
buyers, some are already bought as holiday lets!! Not lived in by village people.

Village Pub – No
Why isn’t the original pub not still here. Several previous managements  
could not make it pay. Basic logic of private business.


Overwhelming 80% of 96 people out of 4,400 village community?? Don’t think this is a convincing, 
a pub could be the next white elephant.


New Business – Tourism will only survive if the experience is different to everywhere else. Once we 
have every experience in Northumberland as everywhere else , we have lost our asset – open 
space, sea, hills, etc unspoiled, . Have no particular reason to come. Hence shot in the foot.


Drop in Centre We’ve had it before and it died, what is different now.

Pavements -  need a good sort out as does village drainage, pot holes in roads and gutters.


20mph; its rubbish and a waste of money as it is. As a safety measure it needs automatic camera 
enforcement with variable camera positions of a camera linked automatically to an enforcement 
department issuing fines – not the police. Fines could then be used to keep roads maintained and 
safe.

Longhoughton  is not a town and another view of your results could be that over 3,000 people who 
did not respond could even be happy as it is, more or less as a ‘country village’.


Johnnie Johnstone field  should be put back to older peoples accommodation where their friends 
could visit and morally support one another as they have throughout their lives.


Fines for dog poo – yes, but in a more important vein fines for speeding to reinforce the wish of 
most people in the interest of safety and sustainability of our village.

All these proposals are a wish lisy of utopia and have to be manned, used and funded hopefully 
NOT from additional amounts afdded to our already high Council tax which will never be taken off 
in the future. Many inhabitants are on fixed pensions and are managing to survive outside the 
benefits system and proud of it! Any more offloading of costs could put some into debt and then 
have to explore the benefits system which of course puts extra demands upon the benefits system 
again.


Sometimes the best way forward is to leave well alone and the people who want to pursue sports, 
pastimes, clubs, gatherings etc should use club membership fees/subs to further their passion. 
It 
would appear that we can’t afford to keep/maintain what we already have without creating more.
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Congratulations on a very good summary of views. I should like to make a few comments to add to 
those I made on the original questionnaire.


Recreational Spaces The old recreational field near the school must be retained, rather than being 
built upon, not just for the School use, sports day etc, but for general play-use and responsible dog 
walkers. The grass is cut regularly. Last year new fencing was built up at the Eastfield/Eastmoor 
denying short-cut access from the Estate to the School for mothers and young children. Surely a 
sensible gate with 2/3 concrete steps into the field would have been more logical than the long 
detour by the main NorthEnd road with its inherent traffic dangers, narrow pavements and 
diesel fumes.

Village Green an excellent idea for the former johnnie Johnston site. I believe it would also be 
appropriate to erect there, especially in view of the 7th July RAF100 Exhibition at the Community 
Centre, a monument or memorial to honouring the RAF involvement in the village, the proximity of 
RAF Boulmer and not least the 100th Anniversary of the formation of the RAF in 1918.


The New Café has been a wonderful idea and may it have every success with full support from local 
people and tourists!


A Post Office is badly needed in a village the size of Longhoughton. The Friday afternoon van only 
scratches the surface. Alnwick, Lesbury and Embleton are out of the question for many elderly 
people. A Post Office means a lot more than just posting a letter!

A Public House of good quality and appearance would be a real asset as in Lesbury, Embleton and 
Rennington.


Seats located near the Co-op, NorthEnd, Eastfield/Eastmoor, would be a real help especially for the 
elderly.


20MPH Speed Limit. Vehicles are still ignoring the limit especially large lorries/trucks. Penalties?
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I've recently had chance to read the newsletter that came through my door outlining the future of the 
village, and personally I have a few points to make, a few I agree with and a few that I do not. 


Tourism I think that the big problem I have with an issue outlined in the newsletter is that we do not need 
tourist trade in the village, whether year round or seasonal. A small village such as this will not benefit in any 
way from having more tourist attractions, either built new or existing. There are plenty of things for tourists 
to do up the east coast line and part of what made Longhoughton attractive to me to live in was that it was a 
fairly quiet place that has not had its resources strained just to please people that pass through for 2 months 
out the year, like I previously said, there are plenty of places already existing for tourist trade. 


Parking. Further to this point the parking in the village is already bad enough as it is, trying to get to my 
home in Trenchard Way is often like trying to play dodgems with cars abandoned on both sides of the street 
and far too close to the garages in the car park, this can also be seen down the main road as people just stop 
where they please, often forcing people to have to wait for considerable amounts of time to let other traffic 
through because of other people's ignorance. 


Public House. I agree with the idea of a pub making a return to the village, I used to have a brilliant time in 
the Burnside and it was like the hub of the village. 


New Businesses.  I think it is unrealistic to try and "encourage new businesses" into the area, as it was 
already outlined that there was a need for more affordable housing, so where would any business premises 
fit, also what would be the need for it? There is a fine line between changing this beautiful little close knit 
village into an over developed strained community, like you see too often in villages these days, ruining what 
made the village special in the first place I have lived in this part of Northumberland for most of my life and 
the rest of my family for 70-80 years, as such they have seen it turn from what it was to what people want it 
to be. 


MUGA
I don't personally see the need for a "MUGA" in the village given the fact that there was multiple 
facilities like this in Alnwick and surrounding areas, as a child in Longhoughton I had no problems finding 
things to do when I was younger so I find it hard to see why in 15 years the times have changed so much and 
that they call for another financial drain on people. 


Activities. Also on the activities scale I fully support people being able to get out and enjoy what the village 
has to offer, however I fail to see how a "club" dynamic is a viable option, giving that clubs need leaders and 
leaders need wages, it seems to be yet another financial drain for the minority of people yet again, but there 
is no money for the vast amount of potholes to be filled or for more dog dirt bins. I do think that a bike trail 
would be good for the younger people of this village however I must say it would be a better dynamic if they 
helped to build it, these are things me and my mates all did as kids and had a great time doing it and a 
massive feeling 
of achievement after doing it, all they need is some shovels and a good attitude, and 
obviously someone to supervise. 


20MPH System.I think that the idea that "more needs to be done to enforce the 20mph system" is a bit of a 
joke, as 90 percent of the traffic that comes through the village does not stick to it, whether residents or not, 
there is not the immediate danger or demand for there to be a 20mph system in place anyways, as I recall 
there has never been a single fatal road accident in Longhoughton the whole time the 30mph system was in 
place, feel free to correct me if I am wrong, I am in favour of it being in force in the estates, however 
speedbumps help this matter so the point is mute. 


Dog Poo. There is no immediate need, in my eyes, for dog poo wardens, as there is not much around the 
village, as a dog owner myself I know I pick up after my dog, and hardly see any while out on walks, 
irresponsible owners are to blame for the dog poo, however if they do it now they will continue to do so 
whether there is wardens or not, hence it would be yet another drain on resources. 


Roads and Paths. To summarise I think that some of the opinions are not financially viable or needed, 
however the state of the roads and paths do need looked at, a few extra activities for those unable to travel 
on a voluntary basis would be a good sight in the community, but the idea of tourist trade in the village is 
ridiculous. 


Thanks for taking the time to read this, it is just my opinion as someone who has been around the village 
most my life, and have grown up without all the fancy resources that incomers think are necessity. 

Name and address supplied.
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The survey was very positive and now it is the time to progress the results.

Recreation Field. As 61% agreed that the Recreation field should be retained as a recreational area to be 
used by all residents, also as this is the last remaining open space in the village. Improvements to the ground 
need to be started as soon as possible, there are so many mole hills and divots that it is almost impossible to 
play ball games or even run safely. As the area is becoming more overgrown and not maintained some dog 
walkers are not bothering to pick up their dog poo making the field more unsuitable for recreational 
activities.


The MUGA should be positioned in the recreation field, this would benefit the filed making it a destination 
for leisure activities and would spread the facilities throughout the village and avoid overloading Westfield 
Park.  The MUGA would be much better in the recreation field if the Johnny Johnston site is to be developed 
as the village green as the MUGA would not distract the ambience of a village green.

Access from Eastfield would be benefit the safety and community aspect as highlighted in the survey and 
should be a priority. It would create a safe route to the School as the footpaths are narrow along the main 
road through the village, and open up the recreational field to residents from the Southend of the village.


The 20MPH speed limit seems to be being ignored by a large majority of drivers, why is the limit not being 
enforced? There is also an issue of speeding traffic on the beach road; this is becoming hazardous to walkers 
and cyclists.


Social and Learning Activities need to be better co-ordinated. There are classes happening that people are 
not aware of.


Westfield Park – Also it is a shame and a missed opportunity that the excellent facilities at Westfield Park 
are not made available to everyone in the village on a more regular basis. The all-weather pitch should be 
opened during school breaks for the children to use. There should also be access to the table tennis and 
football/pool table, as these were purchased to be used by the community.

I would suggest that the Consultation considers appointing/hiring a play/social co-ordinator during school 
breaks, the cost of this could be recovered by a small charge to the participants or specific fundraising by the 
community throughout the year.

